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FIG. 20, 21. Chaetospania pentagondlis, n. sp., & dorsal; @ forceps. FIG. 22, 23. Chaetolabia canaca
(Burr), 9 forceps; & dorsal.
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Q: similar to &; posterior margin of last tergite with a small rounded tubercle medially. Each branch of
forceps trigonal basally, cylindrical distally, inner ventral margin with a strongly dentated flange; pygidium
angular, posterior margin excised, slightly variable in exact shape (FIG. 22).

Length of body, 7—8.5 mm; forceps, 2—2.75 mm (33), 1.75—2.25 mm (89)

Type-locality: New Caledonia (endemic). Types in BMNH.

Material examined: NEW CALEDONIA: Noumea, holotype J, paratype ¢ (BMNH). Nouvelle
Caledonie, Noumea, 1 ?, Godillot (ex. coll. de Bormans) (BMNH). Canala, 1911, 1 @ (with
written label “6c Labia canaca Burr, Mt Canala, XI.11, @, Neu Caledonien, gesch. Drs. F.
Sarasin and Roux, 1914”") (BASEL). Forét de Thi to Hamma, 700—800 m, 16.VII.1958, 7 33,
8 99, 3 larvae, B. Malkin & J. Rageau; Mt des Koghis, 300—600 m, and 600—900 m, 19.I11.1968,
13,1¢9,]7J. L. Gressitt & T. C. Maa; Mt des Koghis, 450—600 m, 4—6.X.1967, 1 2, J. Sedlacek;
Sarramea, nr La Foa, VII.1950, 1 &, N. L. H. Krauss; Mt Koghi, 26—30.1.1963, 1 @, light trap, C.
M. Yoshimoto & N. L. H. Krauss; Col. d’Amieu, 450 m, 31.1.1963, 1 larva, C. M. Yoshimoto;
Ile des Pins, Kuto, 13.VII.1958, 1 larva, B. Malkin; LOYALTY ISLANDS: Mare, La Roche,
7—8.X.1958, 1 &, B. Malkin; Tadine, 9—14.X.1958, 2 92, B. Malkin (BISHOP).

This is an endemic species. The record of Burr (1908) of a female specimen from the New
Hebrides is an error. The specimen has been examined and belongs to a new species, endemic to
the New Hebrides, and which is being described elsewhere (Brindle, in press).

Genus LABIA Leach

Labia Leach, 1815, Edinburgh Encycl. 9: 118 (type-species: Forficula minor Linnaeus, 1758).

Small species, usually dull, with small eyes; elytra and wings usually fully developed but a
number are wingless; elytra and wings punctured and pubescent. A relatively small genus but
one found in all faunal Regions, and which includes a few cosmopolitan species. Only 1 species,
which is cosmopolitan, is recorded from New Caledonia.

Labia curvicauda (Motschulsky) FIG. 28

Forficesila curvicauda Motschulsky, 1863, Bull. Soc. Nat. Moscou 36: 2.
Labia curvicauda: Burr,’ 1911, Gen. Insect. 122: 56.

This species is usually recognisable by its strongly depressed body, small size, and short and broad forceps,
those of & being strongly curved (FIG. 28), and those of @ being more or less straight and contiguous.
Typically blackish, with abdomen reddish and legs yellow with femora partially darkened. Length of body,
4.5 mm; forceps, .75—1.25 mm.

Type-locality: Ceylon. Type lost.
Material examined: LOYALTY ISLANDS: Mare, La Roche, 7—8.X.1958, 2 33, 1 ¢, B.
Malkin (BISHOP).,

This is a new record for New Caledonia and its associated islands. It is recorded from the
New Hebrides but only as an isolated record. Abundant in Micronesia and circumtropical in
distribution.

CHELISOCHIDAE

An Old World family, mainly distributed in the Oriental and Australasian Regions and the
Pacific, in the latter area being almost entirely represented by Chelisoches morio (Fabricius)
which is the dominant species. Although C. morio has a cosmopolitan distribution it is mainly
adventive outside the Regions mentioned, and has its main centre in the Pacific. Two species in
2 genera are recorded from New Caledonia, Hamaxas nigrorufus (Burr) being a new record
based on 1 specimen.
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Key to genera (New Caledonia)

1. Elytra pubescent; forceps of both sexes more slender, those of & widely separated at base and
arcuate, those of the @ shorter, and more or less contiguous; J genitalia with triangular
parameres (FIG. 30); a smaller dark species but not almost entirely black ........... Hamaxas Burr

Elytra glabrous; forceps of both sexes broader, especially those of &, which have the inner margins
strongly dentated, branches being more or less straight except towards apices, or only weakly
arcuate, those of 9 more slender than those of o, straight, and almost contiguous; & genitalia
with longer, narrower parameres, not triangular in shape; a larger, almost entirely black species as
a rule, although sometimes reddish BIOWN ...ccceoiveiicreiiiveiiiie e Chelisoches Scudder

Genus CHELISOCHES Scudder

Lobophora Serv., 1839, Hist. Nat. Orth: 32 [type-species: Lobophora rufitarsis Serv., 1938;
generic name pre occupied by Lobophora Curtis, 1825 (Lepidoptera)] .

Chelisoches Scudder, 1876, Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist. 28: 292 (type-species: Forficula
morio Fabricius, 1775).

Usually dark colored and large species, though some are smaller. The exact limitation of the
genus is not entirely satisfactory at present, and some revision is necessary. The single species
recorded from New Caledonia, however, is the type-species and is well known.

Chelisoches morio (Fabricius)
Forficula morio Fabr., 1775, Syst. Ent.: 270.

Chelisoches morio: Burr, 1911, Gen. Insect. 122: 65; 1914, Nova Caledonia 1: 324. —
Kaltenbach, 1968, Ann. Naturh. Mus. Wien 72: 555 (New Caledonia).

This common Pacific species is recognizable by its almost entirely black and shining body, with legs dark
except for tarsi; it sometimes has a metallic sheen on elytra and sometimes the entire insect is more or less
uniformly reddish brown. Length of body, 14—18 mm; forceps, 4—7 mm.

Type-locality: Tahiti. Syntypes in BMNH and Kiel Museum.

Material examined: NEW CALEDONIA: Puebo, coast, 457 m (1500 ft), 1X.1949, 1 &, L. E.
Cheesman; Houadon R., 28.11.1914, 3—15.X1.1914, 1 &, 1 @, P. D. Montague; Mt Doe,
4.1V.1914, 1? (abdomen missing), P. D. Montague; Ngoe, 10.V.1914, 1 ¢, P. D. Montague; Mt
Mou, 14.111.1914, 1 ?, P. D. Montague (BMNH); Noumea, V-VI1.1950, 1 8, 1 ¢, N. L. H. Krauss;
Noumea, Ile Martre, VII.1950, 2 33, N. L. H. Krauss; Bourail, 5.11.1963, 1 3, J. L. Gressitt; La
Crouen, II1.1959, 2 29, N. L. H. Krauss; La Crouen, 16.111.1961, 1 ¢, 1 larva, J. Sedlacek; 1.6
m, E of Poidimie,12.V.1945, 1 larva, H. E. Milliron; Yate, 2—50 m, 25—-26.111.1968, 1 larva, J. L.
Gressitt & T. C. Maa; Col d’Amieu, 750 m, 3.I11.1960, 1 larva, J. L. Gressitt; Ile de Pins, Kuto,
12.VIL.1958, 1 ?, B. Malkin & J. Rageau; II1.1959, 1 larva, N. L. H. Krauss; LOYALTY
ISLAND: Mare, Tadine, 9—14.X.1958, 1 3, B. Malkin; 3.6 km NW of Cengeite, 13.X.1950, 2
29, B. Malkin; We, Lifou Is., 30—31.1.1962, 1 ¢, N. L. H. Krauss; 16—18.11.1963, 1 ?, 1 larva, C.
M. Yoshimoto; Lifu, near We (Gue), 2—35 m, 26—28.111.1968, 5 larvae, T. C. Maa; Ouvea,
Fayaoue, 0—50 m, 1.1969, 1 larva, N. L. H. Krauss (BISHOP).

Little variation normally occurs in this species apart from relatively small differences in the
structure of the male forceps and in the length of the female forceps.

Genus HAMAXAS Buir

Hamaxas Burr, 1907, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond. 1907: 132 (type-species: Chelisoches feae
Bormans, 1904).
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25 28 30

FIG. 24, 25. Nesogaster cristata, n. sp., S dorsal; @ forceps. FIG. 26, 27. N. tristis (Bormans), S forceps; @
forceps. FIG. 28. Labia curvicauda (Motschulsky), & forceps. FIG. 29. Chaetolabia canaca (Burr), S genitalia.
FIG. 30. Hamaxas nigrorufus (Burr), J genitalia (DL = distal lobe; P = paramere; PE = penis; V = virga).
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A rather distinctive genus in which the elytra and wings are pubescent, and the male genitalia
have triangular parameres, or at least the median part of the paramere is much widened. The
virga has 2 basal sclerites, as in other genera of the family. The genus is Oriental, Australiasian,
and Pacific in distribution, but only the present species occurs in the latter area, and this is the
one recorded from New Caledonia.

Hamaxas nigrorufus (Burr) FIG. 30

Spongiphora nigrorufa Burr, 1902, Termesz. Fiiz. 25: 480.
Hamaxas papuanus Burr, 1909, Nova Guinea 9: 23.
Spongovostox nigrorufus: Burr, 1911, Gen. Insect. 122: 52.
Hamaxas nigrorufus: Burr, 1916, J. Roy. Micr. Soc. 1916: 10.

Blackish, rather dull, abdomen often reddish or partly reddish; legs yellowish to blackish. Length of body,
7—-9 mm; forceps, 3—4.5 mm (33), 1.5—-2.5 mm (%9).

Type-locality: New Guinea. Types in Hungarian National Museum.

Material examined: NEW CALEDONIA: Puebo, coast, 457 m (1500 ft), X.1949, at light, 1
?, L. E. Cheesman (BMNH).

This is a new record for New Caledonia, and the species does not seem to be frequent in the
southwest Pacific, but a few records exist for the New Hebrides; most frequent in New Guinea,
the Solomon Islands, and Micronesia. The species also occurs in Hawaii.
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