
Etymology. The name for this species takes Kahului as a noun in apposition, as a ded-
ication to its provenance.
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Callirhipidae, a new family to the Hawaiian beetle fauna1

G.A. SAMUELSON (Hawaii Biological Survey, Bishop Museum, 1525 Bernice Street, Honolulu,
Hawai‘i 96817-2704, USA; email: alsam@bishopmuseum.org) & P.J. JOHNSON2 (Insect Research
Collection, South Dakota State University, Brookings, South Dakota 57007, USA)

Coleoptera: Callirhipidae
Callirhipis robusta Waterhouse New state record

This species represents the first established member of Callirhipidae in Hawai‘i. Calli-
rhipis robusta was described from a unique specimen from Thailand in the British Mu-
seum by Waterhouse (1877: 385).

Hawaiian specimens along with similar specimens from Laos were sent to R. Madge,
Commonwealth Institute of Entomology, London, who made the identification in March
1990. The natural range of C. robusta embraces SE Asia. This species was first seen on
O‘ahu over 15 years ago but is infrequently collected. The recent captures in Kahalu‘u
Valley mark about an 8 km range extension from Käne‘ohe and indicates the establish-
ment and spread of this beetle. Larvae are woodborers, usually in decaying wood. The
habitat of the Kahalu‘u location is lowland wet forest, with Acacia koa and Pandanus tec-
torius, and the possibly indigenous Hibiscus tiliaceus as the predominant native trees, plus
a dense infusion of exotic species, including species of Brassaia, Cecropia, Eugenia,
Persea, and Psidium.

Material examined. O‘AHU: Käne‘ohe, 17 Nov 1989, attracted to house lights, C. Murdock (1
ex, CIE, London); Käne‘ohe, 21 Nov 1994, Neil Reimer (1 ex, HDOA); Käne‘ohe, 18 Jun 1996, in
house, M. Braden (1 ex, BPBM); Käne‘ohe, Kahalu‘u Val., near end of Ahuimanu Road, 100 m, 21
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Apr 2004, alive on water surface in barrel, G.A. & S.L. Samuelson (1 ex, BPBM); same location, 7
May 2004, S.L. Samuelson (1 ex, BPBM).
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Specularius impressithorax, an adventive bean weevil on Erythrina new to
the Hawaiian Islands (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae: Bruchinae)1

G.A. SAMUELSON (Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 97817-2704, USA; email: alsam@bishop-
museum.org) & A.C. MEDEIROS2 (National Biological Service, Haleakalä National Park, Makawao,
Hawai‘i 96768, USA)

Specularius impressithorax (Pic), described from Africa, is now established in the
Hawaiian Islands. Kingsolver & Decelle (1979) discussed the earlier distribution and host
range of this species, it being essentially the only bruchine (together with the form minor
Zacher) that has adapted to feeding on seeds of Erythrina. They reported it from a num-
ber of hosts, including 2 New World species planted in Africa. Its range was reported for
parts of eastern and southern Africa, with apparent spread to India and Sumatra; and the
form minor was reported for the subequatorial western part of Africa.

Specularius impressithorax (Pic) New state record
(Figs. 1–2)

The arrival of Specularius impressithorax to Hawai‘i must have been fairly recent, though
we are uncertain of its point of introduction. The earliest record is an observation by Joel
Lau, who noted extensive feeding damage to seeds of wiliwili, Erythrina sandwicensis, at
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Figure 1. Dorsal view of Callirhipis robusta. Body length of this specimen is 17.8 mm.
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