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reef water. Although it may retard the advance of corals shoreward, it is
probably not an important factor in their ecology at a distance of 150 feet
from the shore,

12. Under normal conditions, even at extremely low tides, I have not
observed coral colonies on this section of Waikiki reef to be wholly or
partially exposed to the direct rays of the sun.

13. Wave action is an agent of no little significance in the destruction
of fragile coral colonies especially on a reef such as Waikiki where there
is an abundance of debris. Colonies of Stephanaria in this section of reef
are almost always found to be detached from their supports and in a frag-
mented condition, as are also certain species of branching Porites. Species
of Pocillopora are easily injured or destroyed by the shifting of their
supports and the miovement of debris.

14. Among the most destructive agents of coral colonies on Waikiki
reef are sea weeds. They are responsible for the rapid and complete
smothering of many species of living corals. Even the Pocillopora which
are more resistant to the ravages of sea weeds than are many other forms
are not wholly exempt. Boring algae, mollusks, worms, sponges, etc., are
also of common cccurrence in Hawaiian shallow water corals. Their
presence, without cdoubt, weakens the skeletal structure of the coral thereby
hastening its destruction even though no other detrimental effects may be
produced.
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