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angles widely separated, the facial ridges parallel, and two pairs of weak 
orbital bristles, which are often little more than slightly stronger hairs, generally 
lateroclinate. The known species have two pairs of dorsocentral bristles. 

Astiosoma okinawae Sabrosky, n. sp. 
Yellow species with disk of mesonotum black brown, subshining but finely pollinose. 
Female: Predominantly yellow, with dark reddish-brown to black markings; front 

reddish yellow on anterior third, the remainder reddish brown, darkening posteriorly to 
brown occiput; ocellar tubercle shining black, finely rugose; face and cheek whitish yel­
low ; anterior half of oral opening with narrow, polished black margin; arista black, third 
antennal segment brown on dorsal third. Thorax yellow in ground color; mesonotum up 
to sides and humeri dark reddish brown to black brown on anterior half or more, paling 
to reddish on posterior slope; a broad black-brown stripe adjacent to notopleural rim and 
extending across propleuron and upper half of mesopleuron to base of wing; large black-
brown spots on sterno- and hypopleuron; subscutellum and postscutellum black. Dorsum 
of abdomen dark brown on segments I to IV, entire apex (segment V through genitalia) 
and venter bright yellow. Knob of halter black, at least on outer surface. Legs entirely 
yellow. Wing hyaline, veins yellow. Bristles and hairs black except those of legs and apex 
of abdomen. 

Front slightly longer than broad, sides approximately parallel; vibrissal angles widely 
separated, each located below anterior margin of an eye; cheek broad behind, narrowing 
anteriorly, at midlength equal to one-sixth height of eye and slightly over half the breadth 
of third antennal segment, the last barely longer than broad; arista short pubescent, main 
trunk weakly zigzag under high magnification; inner and outer vertical bristles strong, 
equal; two pairs of upper orbitals, widely divergent postverticals and proclinate divergent 
ocellars all short and appearing little more than strong hairs. 

Thorax finely brown pollinose, though still quite shining; mesonotal hairs sparse, a 
median acrostical row, ending opposite the foremost dorsocentral bristles, and dorsocentral 
and intra-alar rows; chaetotaxy: 1 + 1 notopleural, 1 postalar, 1 posterior intra-alar, 2 
dorsocentral, 1 subapical and 1 apical pairs of scutellar bristles, in addition to which a 
presutural hair is stronger and more outstanding than other hairs and appears under high 
magnification as a short bristle; 1 strong and 1 weak sternopleurals; subapical scutellar 
bristles relatively strong compared with most asteiids, half the length of apicals. 

Wing as figured for Astiosoma rufifrons Duda [Duda, 1927, Deutsche Ent. Zeitschr. 
1927: pi. 5, fig. 6, opposite p. 144; 1934, IN Lindner, Die Fliegen der Palaearktischen Re­
gion 6 (1) : family 58 b, Asteiidae, pi. 1, fig. 3], but first posterior cell slightly wider at 
its widest point, in proportion to its width at apex of wing, the fourth vein appearing more 
strongly curved and anteriorly concave. 

Length of body, 1.75 mm.; of wing, 2.0 mm. 

Holotype, female (US 62720), and paratype, female, Okinawa, 1945, W. 
D. Field, the holotype dated July 8. 

DISTRIBUTION: Okinawa. 
This species is close to the genotype, A. rufifrons Duda, described from 

Hungary. In several genera of this small family, very closely related species 
are unexpectedly turning up in far-flung areas of the world. 




