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teriorly; inner carinae broad, fiat, scarcely cariniform; outer carinae about Y2 as broad as
inner ones, of equal width throughout. curved; marginal groove entirely absent.

Each e1ytron with only 2 distinct striae (corresponding to Striae II and III of R. sulcicollis;
both striae complete. impressed. finely punctate, pollinose, lateral margin of each stria much
higher than medial margin, suggesting a carina; 4-6 setae in a short striole near apex (prob­
ably a remnant of marginal stria); metasternum without median sulcus; Sternites III-Veach
with transverse pollinose band which is narrowly interrupted at midline; Sternite II with a
pair of pollinose spots; Sternite VI with a pair of transverse pollinose bands anteriorly inter­
rupted at midline and an entire submarginal pollinose band posteriorly; ~ with lateral pit in
Segment IV (0 unknown); midline of abdomen slighdy carinate; femora entirely devoid of
pollinosity and setae; trochanters and coxae glabrous.

Holotype ~ (US 100085), Kusaie: Mutunlik, 22 m, 31 Jan. 1953, J. F.
G. Clarke.

DISTRIBUTION: Caroline Is (Kusaie).
KUSAIE: (paratypes) 1 ~, same loc. as holotype, 6 Mar. 1953, rotten

wood, Clarke; 1 <.i?, Mt. Matante, 180 m, 12 Feb. 1953, decaying Hibiscus
tiliaceus, Clarke (BISHOP, FMNH).

The presence of only 2 well-developed elytral striae easily separates
this species from the other Micronesian ones. It will not go through Ar­
row's key, since none of the species known to Arrow had the median
groove reduced in the manner seen in R. rnaritimus. A literal interpretation
of the key might lead to R. proprius (Broun) of New Zealand, but the latter
species has the anterior and posterior pits of the pronotum greatly en­
larged and the lateral carinae much broader at the middle than at the base
and apex. It also has 3 distinct elytral striae. Rhywdiastes guineensis (Grou­
velIe) of New Guinea is perhaps the closest known relative of R. rnaritimus.
The elytral striation is almost identical, but the pronotum has a deep, full­
length median groove.
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