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Endemic Hawaii
By WILLIAM M
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. posterior ventral
Species anterior- dorsal- pasal
Cypraea sulcidentata

average (18 specimens) 374 21.1 25.3

largest 69.0 39.0 39.0

smallest 2¢.4 16.0 19.0
Cyprae2 madagascariensis

average (25 specimens) 216 11.7 17.8

largest 42.0 18.0 25.0

smallest 18.0 7.0 12.0
Cypraea tesellata

average (11 specimens) 29.6 16.4 20.6

largest 34.0 18.0 23.0

smallest 17.0 12.0 9.0
Cypraea semiplota

average (25 specimens) 13.9 6.7 9.0

largest 26.0 12,0 16.0

smallest 9.5 4.1 58
Cypraea ostergaardi

average (5 specimens) — — J

largest .0 —_— o

smdllest 14.0 -— I

The evolutionary descent of endemic forms is often an intergsting
problem. Mr. Jens M. Ostergaard has aptly discussed and has formed
a hypathesis as to the immediate ancestors of the five endemic Hawai-
ian copries.® I agree with his theories and cite them here, supple-
mented by additional observations.

There is but little doubt that Cypraea tesellata Swainson and
C. sulgidentata Gray represent an evolutionary relationship to C| are-
nosa (sray. Ostergaard states, “Ihe species Cypraca arenosg¢ ap-
- 3 Ostergaard, J. M., Fossil marine mollusks ¢f Oahu: B. P. Bishop Mus., Bull. 31:1-32,

1928.
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TAXONOMY OF THE ENDEMIC COWRIES
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