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Some New Species of Araucaricola Lea from
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Th e ge nus A raucaricolu was founded by Lea ( Ro y. Soc . S . Aus ­
tralia , T ra ns .. 53 : 2 18, 1929 ) for a sing le speci es. A. cbcnina , found

on No rf olk I sland ben eath th e hark of Ara ucorio , th e No rfo lk I sland
pin e. Th e ge nus ha s hithert o remained monotypic, In a colle ction

o f Coleopt era mad e by E. C. Zimmerm an fro m diff erent island s of
the So uth Pacifi c, and recentl y sent hy Bernic e P . B ishop M use um

to the Briti sh M use um for de te rm inat ion, ar e a nu mb er of sma ll T ene­
hr ionidac th at mu st be assig ned to th e same ge nus. Th ese, however ,
were found in th e dead frond s and stems of Cya tliea, P iper, and so
forth. so that th e ge ne ric nam e origi na lly best owed upon th em is

rath er unf ortun a te. A s for as pre sent ev idence goes each spec ies

ap pear s to be assoc iated with a parti cul ar kind o f wood. but as som e

of the record s arc ind efinite (f or exa mple. 'from rotten stump') thi s
as sociat ion may with further collect ing prove to be not constant.

Th e genu s was placed by r.ea near the A us t ralian ge nus Mc sotrcti s
Hat es. This is probabl y corre ct , but th e latt er is out o f place in

C ehien 's Cat alogue in th e Ulominae. It should be as socia ted- tog ethe r
with J.orcl us Sharp . from 1'\cw Zealand . and J1!!icropedinus Lewis,

from Jap an- with the H etcrotarsina e. near th e Ame r ican ge nus
!Jra t {, II S l.eCont c. O f th ese it most resembl es Micr oprdmu s in its

shor t br oad form. It di ffers from a ll the oth er s in the mas sive head,
with long 2d joint o f th e antennae ( nea r ly as lon g as the 3d ) and in
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the sexual charac ters , thou gh these arc not so well developed in the
new specie s as in A . ebeuin us J.ca.

I n size, shap e and color , as well as in th e ra ther massiv e head with
small eyes, anti in the close fit o f the thorax and the clytra , the species
bear a str ong super ficial resemblan ce to those of Mcniinus Sharp ,
another genu s of mark ed insular habit ; hut the latt er has only 10­
joint ed antennae , th e mesost ernum very short and sharpl y depre ssed
in front , the elytr al cpipleura incomplete, and mor e slend er tar si.

It is quit e possible that at least one of the species, most pr ob­
ably that from Tahiti, has been descri bed but assign ed to some other
Iamily so that the descripti on has escaped Illy notic e.

T he types o f th ese new species are all in Bishop Muscum , with
parat ypes in the Briti sh Museum .

Araucaricola rapaensis, new species (rig'. 1, II J.
j':longat l' o vate, gr eates t width ju st behind middle ( i.c., at fir st Y.iof clytra ),

dep res sed , nitid, blacki sh pice ous (c as tanco us whe n immature) , umh -rsid« pal er ,
antenn ae, mouthpart s and leg s redd ish.
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F[l ;t lln: 1.- n, Aran coricola rapornsis ; /1, A. zi nnnc rnut ni.
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H ead and thorax motlcr at cly finely and spar sely pun ctur ed , wit h tra ces o f
alut nccous g ro uud sc ulptu re, cl vtr al puncturnt ion stro ng ly and ra ther more wide ly
spa ced . Hear l ma ssi ve , with eyes sma ll, lat er al a11(1entir e, sca rc ely as long as
the 3d joint of Ihe an tenna e ; elypens slight ly pr od uced, trun cat e, gena e slight ly
eleva ted over .uitcn ua l bases, th e ele vat ion co nt inue d hack as a low ridge a bove
th e eye. Ant ennae I l-j oiu tcd , reac hing nearl y to ba se o f th or a x, the 2d joint
nearly a s long as the 3d, 3d to 8th graduall y sho r te r , 9 th t o II th formin g a loos e
clu b. T horax feebly tra pczi form, transv er se. til e sid es nea rl y stra ight in basa l
2/3, co nve rg ing slight ly from base forw ard s : anterior a ng les slight ly promin ent ,
the ant er ior ma rgin sinuate , bord ered only at the angle s, tile sid es st ro ng ly
bordered , th e boni er becom ing wide r towa rd s till' ba se, a ng les rcctangular ; ba se
feeilly his inua te , sharpl y bord ered th ro ugh ou t . Scu tellum transverse , roun ded.
Elytr a tit t ing closely to ha se of thor ax , fo r m ing a cont inuo us lin e w ith side of
th or a x , mar gin s som ewh at explanatc a nd bro adly expo sed fr om a bove , ape x
ohtu scly a ngu latc ; epip leura very hr oad . g r aclua ' Iy nar ro w ing to ap ex . W ings
wan tin g . P re st er nal pr ocess dep ressed behind the cox ae; meso st ernum hori­
zontal in fr on t, met ast ernu m abo ut as len g betw een coxa e as diam et er of inter ­
mediat e co xa l caviti es. Iu ter co xal process of abdo me n about as w ide as that
o f met ast ernum, and lik e it sharply bor der ed. Fe mora stout . c lav iio rrn, sca rcel y
pro j ccl in j; beyond edge of elytru : t ibiae slig ht ly thicken ed toward s a pex : tar si
very short, th e la st joi nt as lon g as the rest t og eth er, th e penu ltim at e oh liquc,
hilt not lobat e nor prod uced ben eath .

Ma le. P os terior femor a slig ht ly bent about middle. the tibia e fee bly arcuat e ;
anter ior tibiae not cma rg inat c at base. S ize 21'i X I to 4 X I :Y.1mrn . ( us ua l length
abou t 3!1I mm.).

Ra pa : Maitua . mO-700 feet. July 10, 1934 . 00 specim en s in rott en
stump : M ount Pe ra hu, 1.300-1,700 feet , Ju ly 15-2~ , J<)34, l) spcci­

mens in dead Cvat hca fro nds ; Mo unt T autautu , 700-800 feet, 2 speci­

mens under dead bark.

Araucaricola zimmermani, new spec ies (fig. 1, Ii).
Ver y sim ilar to A . rutntcnsis , hut a little sma lle r and mor e par allel -sided , the

tho ra x wid est a t abo ut anter ior Y-i. the sides Iccbly con ver gin g" basall y, so that
th e has« is sca rcely wid er th an th e a pex , till' silks th er efor e not in lin e w ith
th e sick-s of clyt ra . Pun ctur at ion mu ch as in the precedin g . Size 2Y-iX 0i to
3 1/3 X 1 1/ 3 nun.

I ~ apa : Ma ngaoa Peak. 1.000-1.200 Icet, Jul y 25, 1934, 3 speci­
mens ; Mount P cr ahu . 1.300-1.700 Icet. Jul y 2R 1934, () spe cim ens in
dead Cyolhr(/ frond s and trunk ; ~.vI oro l1go ta , 700-800 [eet, July 11,
1()34, 1 specimen .

Araucaricola australensis, new species (fig . 2, a ) .
l n size a nd sha pe vcrv simila r t<l . l . z inunrrniani but more convex , ma rg ins

of th ora x and clyr rn na r row . 11<It br oad ly l'x pose d fro m abovc ; th e antennae
al so shor ter . reach ing hut little he yond m iddle of th or a x.

Aus tral I sland s : Raiva vae . Mount A rua , in dead branches o f

Pi/,tr. ~ l speci mens.



242 Bernice P . Bisho]:Mus l'/l/l/-()C(()sio//oll'aprrs XV . 23

Araucaricola tahitiensis, new spec ies (fig. 2, b).
N arr ower and more conve x than any of the above species, the lat eral mar gin s

not explanat e, those o f elytra in part concealed fr om above by the convex ity
of the sides of the disk . Pun cturation ver y va riabl e, that of head and th or ax
always much finer than that of elyt ra, sometim es sca rcely evident, but occasi onall y
quit e st ro ng. The great est width (If clyt ra is farther back, at about 2/ 3 o f their
length .

b

F'II :\ 'RI': 2.- -a. A roucoricola anstralrns is ; b. A. tahiticnsis.

Society Islands : Tahiti . P apcnoo Valley . base of Moun t O rofena,
3.000 feet , Sept . 16. 1934.6 spec imens in dead Cya thco frond s ; Mount
Aorai Trail .. Sept. 13-16. 1934. 12 spec imens in dead Cyath ca fr ond s.

The new species differ from the genot ype in heing apt erous, less
convex . in the 1I10re feeble development of th e sexual modificati on s

of th e posteri or legs. and in their host plants. Th ey may he separat ed
[rom one another bv the Iollowin v kev :

J ~ ..

1. Form br oad , depr essed : elytr al mar g ins br oadl y exposed from ab ove .
Aust ra l Island s, Rapa. .....2

F orm narrower. par all el ; clyt ra l margins not cxplaua tc. sc a rce ly exposed
from abov e .. 3

2. Tho rax wid est a t ha sc, sides in lin e with th ose of clytr a ..A. rapa ensis
Th orax wid est before midd le. ba se sca rcely wider than ap ex ..

..... .... .................... .A. zimmermani
3. Punctures o f elytr a not mu ch st ronger than th ose o f thor a x.

Au st ral Islands. R a iva vae ..... ........A. australens is
l.'uuct ur cs o f clyt ra very str on g. mu ch st ronger than th ose of thorax.

Society Islands, T ahiti ......A. tahit iensis


