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Fig. 1. Morphology and damage on the onions of bulb mite, Rhizoglyphus setosus.(A), female
adult; (B), left, undamaged bulbs; right, damaged bulbs; (C), cause the plants to
collapse and the bulbs fail to enlarge.
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ABSTRACT

Chen W. H.*, Liu, Y. C.% Ho, C. C.}, and Chang, T. Y.? 2002. A newly recorded
mite pest, Rhizoglyphus setosus Manson (Acari: Acaridae), of onion in Taiwan.
Plant Prot. Bull. 44: 249-253. (*Department of Applied Zoology, Taiwan Agricultural
Research Institute, Wufeng, Taichung, Taiwan, ROC; “Department of Entomology,
National Chung Hsing University, Taichung, Taiwan, ROC; *Department of Plant
Protection, National Pingtung University of Science and Technology, Neipu, Pingtung,
Taiwan, ROC)

The bulb mite, Rhizoglyphus setosus Manson, had been known as an important
pest of bulbs in Taiwan. Recently, it was firstly discovered to infest onion in Pintung
County. The mites penetrate the bulb via the neck, from where they then spread to the
outermost scales. Damaged bulbs exhibit brown rotting tissue externally around the
neck. The leaves may be delayed in development and appear abnormal. In the
damaged tissue thousands of mites and eggs may be seen with the naked eye.
Severely infested plants may be small and stunted and have few or no roots.
Sometime, the mite aggregate on the roots and cause the plant to collapse and the
bulbs fail to enlarge.

(Key words: Rhizoglyphus setosus, onion)
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