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Abstract. This note advises on the correct spelling of the species-group name celer 
Townsend, 1919 according to the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 
 

The species-group name Eupelecotheca celer Townsend (1919: 169) was made available 
without a note about the etymology, and it was subsequently combined with Neomintho 
Brauer & Bergenstamm, 1891 as Neomintho celeris by Wood (1987). The change in 
ending is necessary if celer is interpreted as an adjective, as species-group names must 
agree in gender with the genus they are at any time combined with, according to Articles 
31 and 34 of the Code (ICZN 1999). Celer is an adjective meaning ‘quick’ or ‘rapid’. 
However, it is also a noun, Celeres. The plural form means ‘knights’ or ‘bodyguard of the 
King’ and the singular form celer refers to the chief of the Celeres, and was also used as 
a cognomen in antiquity (Lewis & Short 1879). Under Article 31.2.2 of the Code, the 
species-group name celer must be treated as a noun, as there is no indication by Townsend 
of which meaning he intended for the name; it may be regarded as either, and the evidence 
of usage is not decisive either way.  
        Neomintho Brauer & Bergenstamm, 1891 is of feminine gender according to Article 
30.2.3 of the Code, as it does not match a Greek or Latin word in spelling, as there is no 
etymological note attached, and as it is combined with a species-group name formed from 
the feminine adjective macilenta meaning ‘lean’, ‘thin’, or ‘meagre’. Eupelecotheca 
Townsend, 1919 is also feminine in gender. Townsend’s (1919) original use of the 
masculine gender ending was incorrect according to the current Code if it is viewed as an 
adjective, but correct if celer is viewed as a noun, which may in itself indicate a decisive 
usage of celer as a noun in the original text – had he intended it to be read as an adjective, 
he might have written celeris. 
        The change by Wood (1987) to celeris was therefore unjustified, and the name 
should be Neomintho celer (Townsend, 1919). The combination of celer with 
Eupelecotheca was revived in O’Hara (2026) with no change to the original gender 
ending. This is the correct combination. 
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        The original combination Eupelecotheca celer has been used consistently by many 
authors (e.g., Reinhard 1953: 244; Arnaud 1963: 43; Sabrosky & Arnaud 1965: 1051; and 
Evenhuis et al. 2015: 118). Eupelecotheca celer is the type species of Eupelecotheca, by 
original designation. Full synonymies and more information can be found in Sabrosky & 
Arnaud (1965), O’Hara & Wood (2004), O’Hara et al. (2020), and O’Hara (2026).  
        The correct spelling of the name in its original combination is Eupelecotheca celer 
Townsend, 1919.  
 

ACKnOWLEDGEMEnTS 
 

I thank James O’Hara and Thomas Pape for their review and comments, which improved 
this paper and reversed an earlier interpretation. I also thank the Biodiversity Heritage 
Library Consortium for having made some of the works referenced here publicly 
available. 
 

REFEREnCES 
 

Arnaud, P.H. 1963. Systematic studies in the tribe Neominthoini (Diptera, Tachinidae). 
American Museum Novitates 2135, 55 pp.  
https://digitallibrary.amnh.org/items/dad16d17-911e-452c-a676-359ee25c6285 

Brauer, F. & Bergenstamm, J.E. von 1891. Die Zweiflügler des Kaiserlichen Museums 
zu Wien. V. Vorarbeiten zu einer Monographie der Muscaria schizometopa 
(exclusive Anthomyidae). Pars II. Denkschriften der Kaiserlichen Akademie der 
Wissenschaften. Wien. Mathematisch-Naturwissenschaftliche Classe 58: 305–446. 
[also published separately, 1891, in Wien [= Vienna], 142 pp.] 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/55348590#page/314/ 

Evenhuis, n., Pont, A., Whitmore, D. 2015. Nomenclatural Studies toward a world list 
of Diptera genus-group names. Part IV: Charles Henry Tyler Townsend. Zootaxa 
3978(1), 362 pp.  
https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.3978.1.1 

International Commission of Zoological nomenclature (ICZn) 1999. International 
code of zoological nomenclature. Fourth Edition. The International Trust for 
Zoological Nomenclature, London. xxix +306 pp. 
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.50608 

Lewis, C.T. & Short, C. 1879. A Latin dictionary. Clarendon Press, Oxford. xiv +2,019 
pp. 
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.147309 

O’Hara, J.E. 2026/ A new species of Neomintho Brauer & Bergenstamm and provisional 
reclassification of the tribe Euthelairini (Tachinidae, Exoristinae). Zootaxa 5757(2): 
144–158.  
https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5757.2.3 

BISHOP MUSEUM OCCASIONAL PAPERS: No. 176, 20262

https://digitallibrary.amnh.org/items/dad16d17-911e-452c-a676-359ee25c6285
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/55348590#page/314/
https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.3978.1.1
https://doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.50608
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.147309
https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5757.2.3


O’Hara, J.E. & Wood, D.M. 2004. Catalogue of the Tachinidae (Diptera) of America 
north of Mexico. Memoirs on Entomology, International 18: i–iv + 1–410. 

O’Hara, J.E., Henderson, S.J. & Wood, D.M. 2020. Preliminary checklist of the 
Tachinidae (Diptera) of the world. Version 2.1. Canadian National Collection of 
Insects (CNC), Agriculture and Agri-Food, Ottawa, Ontario. 1,039 pp. Available 
from: https://www.uoguelph.ca/nadsfly/Tach/WorldTachs/Checklist/Tachchlist_ 
ver2.1.pdf (accessed 2 March 2026) 

Reinhard, H.J. 1953. Notes on muscoid synonymy with descriptions of three new species 
(Diptera). Proceedings of the Entomological Society of Washington 55: 243–247.  
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/16178949 

Sabrosky, C.W. & Arnaud, P.H., Jr. 1965. Family Tachinidae (Larvaevoridae), pp. 961–
1108. In: Stone, A., Sabrosky, C.W., Wirth, W.W., Foote, R.H. & Coulson, J.R. 
(Eds.), A catalog of the Diptera of America north of Mexico. United States 
Department of Agriculture, Agriculture Handbook 276, 1,696 pp. 

Townsend, C.H.T. 1919. New muscoid genera, species and synonymy (Diptera). [Concl.] 
Insecutor Inscitiae Menstruus 6(4)[1918] 157–182.  
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/8197858 

Wood, D.M. 1987. Tachinidae, pp. 1193–1269. In: McAlpine, J.F., Peterson, B.V., 
Shewell, G.E., Teskey, H.J., Vockeroth, J.R. & Wood, D.M. (Eds.), Manual of 
Nearctic Diptera. Vol. 2. Agriculture Canada Monograph 28, vi + 675–1,332. 
https://esc-sec.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/AAFC_manual_of_nearctic_ 
diptera_vol_2.pdf 

3Systema Dipterorum Nomenclatural Notes VI

https://www.uoguelph.ca/nadsfly/Tach/WorldTachs/Checklist/Tachchlist_ver2.1.pdf
https://www.uoguelph.ca/nadsfly/Tach/WorldTachs/Checklist/Tachchlist_ver2.1.pdf
https://www.uoguelph.ca/nadsfly/Tach/WorldTachs/Checklist/Tachchlist_ver2.1.pdf
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/16178949
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/8197858
https://esc-sec.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/AAFC_manual_of_nearctic_diptera_vol_2.pdf
https://esc-sec.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/AAFC_manual_of_nearctic_diptera_vol_2.pdf
https://esc-sec.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/AAFC_manual_of_nearctic_diptera_vol_2.pdf

